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 SHARNFORD NEWS 
 

31st May 2009                                           Issue No 30 
 

  A project supported by the Leicestershire Rural Projects Fund, 
Leicestershire County Council, The Leicestershire Learning and  
                  Skills Council and Blaby District Council 

 
SHARNFORD TRAFFIC ACTION GROUP 

 
   April saw the switching on of the new 30MPH signs. Will they make a difference? 
Leicestershire County Council are now carrying out monitoring to see if the signs and new 
road markings will have any effect in slowing down traffic through the village. STAG will 
pass on results when we receive them. 
   During the photoshoot that accompanied the switching on of the signage, STAG had a 
chance to ask LCC if any progress had been made on the Bypass. We were told that the 
preliminary studies had been carried out and quotes received. They would not release 
information as to where the bypass would go, but are still talking as though a bypass is a 
real possibility by 2014. 
   Speedwatch will be returning to the village at the end of August for 2 weeks. The 
statistics we collated from past Speedwatch programmes have been very important when 
negotiating with LCC. We felt it was important to continue with the programme until we 
have solved the traffic problem in Sharnford. If anyone would like to help with 
Speedwatch then come along to one of our meetings and volunteer. 
   You can also volunteer for Speedwatch at our Stall at the Sharnford Fete. We will have 
up to date information on the campaign. We will also be running a Hoopla stall with lots 
of prizes to be won. So pop over and see us. 
   Thank you to everyone who took part in the Social Capital Survey that STAG and PTA 
carried out for the local council. We had some great feedback from villagers and all your 
extra comments have been passed on. There were some excellent comments on the road 
situation, the state of  the Youth Club building and general facilities within Sharnford. 
Lets hope they listen. 
   Finally, if you ever find yourself with a spare minute or two, try ‘googling’ Sharnford 
Traffic Action Group or Sharnford Bypass. 
   It is amazing how much information is now available! 
Angie, STAG Chairwoman 
 

SHARNFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
   The 2008-09 AGM of the Parish Council took place on 21 May, in advance of the usual 
monthly meeting. 
   The retiring Chairman reported on the year’s activities, saying that the Council had been 
particularly sorry to record the deaths of three people this year who had made particular 
contributions to the village. Bob Orton, who for many years looked after the parks and 
grass areas, as well as carrying out a large number of odd-job maintenance tasks, died 
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early in 2008.  David Gibbs had 
been, throughout the1970s, 1980s 
and into the1990s, one of the most 
prominent residents of the village.  
He had chaired the Jubilee 
Committee and overseen the 
Church Clock project; he had been 
on the School Managers group and 
he was a long-term member of the 
Parish Council, including many 
years as Chairman.  He passed 
away in March after a long illness. 
And in April we heard of the death 

of Noel Gilson, a member of Blaby District Council who regularly attended Parish 
Council meetings and had acted as one of the village’s main links to the District. The 
Parish Council had sent condolences to each of these families. 
   Bob Orton, of course, was succeeded by Tony Curtis who had taken on the maintenance 
of grounds and the development of the new burial ground with much success. In 
December we had taken a major step forward with the erection of fencing round the burial 
ground and the creation of the access track to adjoining land. Tony had started planting 
trees and plans were now in hand to get the whole area cut and levelled, before work 
started on the car parking area and turning circle. 
   The condition of the play equipment in both Park View and Poors Meadow had been 
reviewed following ROSPA inspections and some new pieces subsequently installed. 
There was still a feeling that more needed to be done and the Parish Council had accepted 
that a complete overview should now be undertaken with a view to seeking funding for a 
thorough refurbishment of the two areas. 
   The Chairman said that the work of STAG has produced a significant impact on traffic 
in the village and that he had been pleased to represent the Parish Council both at STAG 
meetings and at meetings with County Council members and officials. He believed that 
the traffic calming measures which had been implemented and the immeasurable progress 
towards a future by-pass (now thought to be within 5 years) would not have occurred 
without the efforts of STAG or without those efforts being supported and endorsed by the 
Parish Council, an endorsement the County Council had insisted upon throughout 
negotiations. 
   The work of the Environment Group deserved to be equally recognised. Whilst not in 
any way being part of the Parish Council, this independent group had made a remarkable 
contribution to the pleasure of all villagers through their planters, hanging baskets and 
Blue Bell Green project and he was delighted that the comparatively small funding 
support given by the Council helped them to achieve so much.    
   Finally, what had NOT been achieved, to his great regret, was progress with regard to 
the Youth Centre.  The state of the present Youth Centre building, he said, was quite 
appalling and he felt that as a Parish Council we owed it to the young people of the village 
– and those who endeavour to run a Youth Club – to try to get something better.  We 
clearly cannot expect to fund such a major project through our own resources but he felt 
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that it should be made a priority to press ahead in seeking support from Blaby or 
elsewhere for a new facility. 
  After accepting the Chairman's Report the AGM went on to re-elect Mr Derek Gibbons 
as Chairman and Mrs Ann Owen-Buckley as Vice-Chair for the coming year. 
Derek Gibbons 
Chairman     

 
SHARNFORD ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

 
   We are now in one of our busier periods as we continue to try to improve the village 
environs. Later this month hanging baskets will be planted up, and installed ready for our 
volunteers to start watering on June 1st. This year we are short of volunteers sadly due to 
the deaths of Mick Newcombe and Jeff Burbage. A great loss to their families and to the 
village. We offer our sympathies to both families and give thanks for the time they gave to 
support the group. As you will realise we need your help. If you think you could help us 
by watering  baskets on the Coventry Road, please phone Margaret on 271156. She can 
give you more information. Remember the watering is done about 3 times a week during 
hot, dry weather and less when it is cool and damp! We will supply a watering device too. 
   Litter Pick April 25th. Ten villagers came and helped tidy the village, including three 
schoolchildren. Our thanks go to everyone who helped but particularly Sophie, Gemma 
and Jade. 
   Best Village Competition: Our entry revolves around our past work (mainly BlueBell 
Green) and some future plans. Judging takes place Monday June 8th between 11.30am and 

1pm with a visit to the village by the Rural 
Community Council guest judges.  The 
judges will be looking for a good feeling of 
support within the village, so if you see us 
during the visit, do not hesitate to let the 
judges know that you support what we have 
been doing. We are hopeful of success. 
Poors Meadow: At the request of the Parish 
Council, plans are now unfolding to improve 
this open space - but no worries to those 
young footballers, their area is safe!! Most of 
the work  planned is for the perimeter and 
will enhance the area for us all to enjoy. 
   Open Gardens Weekend June 26th and 
27th 2010: Whilst we have had a positive 
response to this, most of those interested 
preferred that it be held next year, in order 
that they can assess their own garden this 
June. Perhaps you are doing the same. If so, 
make a note of the date. You can contact 
Yvonne on 274112 or mob: 0798-9282914 if 
you would like to add your name to the list. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The The The The     
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Remember the size of your garden is immaterial, it could even be your allotment, but 
what's planted and the care you give to that area, will be of interest to others. 
   We are indebted to the Parish Council and Voluntary Action Blaby District  for their 
recent donations towards our funds. We are reliant on such organisations since our work 
carries a significant financial burden! Some of this money will buy the hanging basket 
plants and some reserved for the revamping of the planters - now an Autumn task. 
   Finally we shall have our usual plant stall and children's quiz at the Caribbean Carnival 
on Sunday June 14th, so please come and say hello. 
Yvonne Jordan 

  
SHARNFORD METHODIST CHURCH 

 
Minister: Revd. Barbara Fairburn(01455 842139) 

Lay Pastor Malcolm Lapper (01455 843130) 
 

   Regular Activities to which all are welcome:- 
Sunday Worship : 10 a.m. All age worship with children’s activities. 6 p.m. Traditional 
Evening worship. 
Thursday At Ten: 10 - 10.30a.m. A short act of worship with time for quiet prayer and 
reflection, as well as friendship, on the last Thursday of each month.   
Coffee Morning 10 - 11.30a.m.  1st Saturday of each month.  
Christian Fellowship Group 7.30p.m. - A united group with St. Helen’s on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of each month. An informal time of bible study, friendship and prayer.  
Craft Group: 7.30 p.m. 1st. and 3rd Thursday of each month supporting Operation 
Christmas Child's annual shoebox appeal.  
Singing Group 7.00 p.m. every Thursday. Learning new songs for worship. 
 

                       Tel 01455 272268    
   Good Food, Fine Ales & the Best Company 
 

       OPEN ALL DAY 
 

Don’t forget – still 50p off a pint until 6.30pm 
 

Happy Mondays! 
All Day – Every Monday 

50p off a pint! 
 

2 COURSE £3.95    Mon – Fri  12 – 2  Tues – Fri 5.30 - 8 
Selected menu only.  Starter & Main OR Main & Sweet  

 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST  Served 12 – 3.00pm -  £6.95 pp 
 

THE COUNTRYMAN, SHARNFORD  
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   The Christian Church nationally has 
recently been marking Christian Aid 
week by organizing and supporting door 
to door collections and other fund raising 
events. A quiz sheet compiled by 
Maureen Butcher and sold for Christian 
Aid funds has raised over £80. A thank 
you to all who supported this venture. 
   Recent coffee mornings have raised 
funds for R.E.A.D. a charity providing 
books for schools in Africa, and the 
Mtwapa Academy in Kenya with whom 
we are linked through John Cleveland 
College Hinckley in sponsoring the 
education of a young person at Mtwapa. 
   We were delighted when one of our 
young people Jade Fensome was invited 
to take part in a service at Leicester 
Cathedral recently. Jade had taken part in 
a school based project that invited those taking part to write a short account on “What the 
bible means to me”. Hers was one chosen to be read out at the cathedral. Well done Jade!  
   The monthly Thursday morning meeting “Thursday at Ten” continues to flourish on the 
last Thursday of each month and a warm welcome awaits any one who would like to join 
us for this short time of informal worship followed by a coffee and a chat. 
   Regular worship and activities continue as normal and all are welcome to be part of life 
at the chapel. 
With best wishes for  warm Summer days 
Malcolm Lapper (Lay Pastor) 01455 843130 

 

Summer Playscheme 
 

At the Evergreen Village Hall 
Leicester Road  Sharnford 

 
27th July 2009 for 3 weeks 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings 

Tuesday afternoons 
OFSTED registered 

Eligible for child tax credits 
 

All staff fully qualified & CRB checked 
S.E.N places available 

Available to Children from 2 years up to 
8 years   £6 per session   Limited spaces 

Bookings being taken now 
Call: Alison 01455 213779 

                                            Classic Will ServicesClassic Will ServicesClassic Will ServicesClassic Will Services        
  Locally based company of Professional Will Writers Established 1995 1995 1995 1995     

                                Your WillYour WillYour WillYour Will        For only ££££44449.509.509.509.50    
No Hidden ExtrasNo Hidden ExtrasNo Hidden ExtrasNo Hidden Extras    A qualified consultant will visit you 
at a convenient time to offer advice and take your 
instructions. Please call any time to receive your free information pack or 
make an appointment. Freephone 0800 068 4797 or 0116 2706975  
email tony@classicwills.co.uk  
Other services include Probate Help, Securing Storage, Powers of Attorney, 
Living Wills, Trusts for Property and Inheritance Tax Planning via your will  
www.classicwills.co.uk      216 Queens Road, Clarendon Park, Leicester LE2 3FT  
                              Member of Member of Member of Member of The SThe SThe SThe Society of Will Writersociety of Will Writersociety of Will Writersociety of Will Writers 
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Our spies spotted this motley crew, up to no good, at a Paignton hide-away recently.  
Question is – how many do you recognise?  Thanks go to John Proctor, our undercover 

photographer – in disguise we hope!! 
 

ST HELEN’S CHURCH 
 
  Our early spring (and wasn’t it nice when spring came at last?) services and events 
followed their usual pattern. The well-supported Fair Trade coffee morning in early March 
raised £452, the combined Lent groups, again well attended, followed the theme of Faith, 
Hope and Love and gave us much to think about. The children participated in the 
Mothering Sunday service and presented their Mums with posies of spring flowers and the 
ladies participated in the Women’s World Day of Prayer service at the chapel where 

Mrs.C. Berridge gave the address. The 
church, dressed for mourning at the Good 
Friday service looked resplendent on Easter 
Day with beautiful displays of lilies and other 
flowers – and despite the hard winter we have 
had, we were spared the snow of last year’s 
Easter Day! The Memorial service was held 
on the 26th April and we hope the bereaved 
that attended found comfort in their grief.  
  In addition to the above ‘regulars’ something 
that only happens every 5 years or so occurred 
on the 8th March when the Bishop of 
Leicester, Bishop Tim, came to our area to 
celebrate Communion. The service was held 

SHARNFORD POST OFFICE 
AND VILLAGE STORE 

 

Convenience Store, Newsagents 
Agents for Dry Cleaning and Shoe 

Repairs 
 

Gay and Eric welcome your Custom 
 

Grocery orders taken for free 
home delivery 

 

Open 7 days 
 Tel. 01455 272210             
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at Sapcote Church as this was our Rector’s larger church and thus had the room to hold all 
who wished to attend and the facilities to give them hospitality afterwards. The children 
from both churches participated in the service singing hymns and songs they had 
rehearsed and then 3 of them presented the Bishop with a gift of home baked cakes, which 
seemed to delight him very much.   The aforementioned hospitality was magnificent.   
Sapcote did all the hard work preparing and serving the huge choice of savoury food and 
the ladies of Sharnford added to the general calorie intake by bringing along several 
irresistible puddings. It was a good day.  
  The Rector, having mooted the idea of confirmation classes, was delighted when three 
people from Sharnford decided to join the classes, which are being held on a Wednesday 
evening at Sapcote Vicarage. It is some time since confirmation classes have been held in 
either church.  
   We held two funeral services in April one for David Gibbs and one for Jeffrey Burbage. 
We send our condolences to all affected by these deaths and we continue to pray for them 
at our monthly prayer group.  
   In the coming months we shall be active at the village fun day in June and on August 
16th Barbara Bircumshaw will preach at our evening Songs of Praise service.  
    In September we shall be having another ‘Back to Church’ Sunday. The title speaks for 
itself. Do consider participating, you will be very welcome   
Estelle Perrett (PCC secretary) 

 

TESTING TIME FOR SHOPAHOLICS 
 

Here is a quiz you might like to try… All the answers are names of shops 
1) Heavy Rain in India    2) Move Roy Tuss around   3) A cold country 
4) Books 9 and 10 in the Old Testament   5) The delay of an English flower 
6) Usually hot   7) Granny went for the ‘divi’    8) National dwellings depository 
9) Will carry 16oz   10) The fleece has value    11) Could be the Mersey and Jersey 
12) Try to pot hops   13) Small forests   14) These are meant for walking 
15) Sounds like a torture device from modern day Siam. 

                                                      - answers are on the back page – if you need them! 
EVERGREEN CLUB NEWS 

 

                                                                                                                            And Garden CentreAnd Garden CentreAnd Garden CentreAnd Garden Centre    
    

                                                                                                    Getting Ready for…Summer!Getting Ready for…Summer!Getting Ready for…Summer!Getting Ready for…Summer!    
    

Large selection of Summer Basket Plants and filled BasketsLarge selection of Summer Basket Plants and filled BasketsLarge selection of Summer Basket Plants and filled BasketsLarge selection of Summer Basket Plants and filled Baskets    
Wide selection of Shrubs, Fruit Trees & Roses etcWide selection of Shrubs, Fruit Trees & Roses etcWide selection of Shrubs, Fruit Trees & Roses etcWide selection of Shrubs, Fruit Trees & Roses etc    

    

See our website : www.fourwindsnurseries.co.uk 
Email: info@fourwindsnurseries.co.uk 

 

Coventry Road, Sharnford  Tel 01455 221005Coventry Road, Sharnford  Tel 01455 221005Coventry Road, Sharnford  Tel 01455 221005Coventry Road, Sharnford  Tel 01455 221005    
Open 7 days Open 7 days Open 7 days Open 7 days ---- Mon  Mon  Mon  Mon ---- Sat 9 Sat 9 Sat 9 Sat 9----5.30, Sun 10.305.30, Sun 10.305.30, Sun 10.305.30, Sun 10.30----430430430430    
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   The Evergreen meetings are held on alternate Wednesday evenings, starting at 7pm, and 
new members are always welcome. As well as being an opportunity to meet friends to 
play cards, darts or dominoes etc, there are also other social events throughout the year 
which are listed on our notice board in the Hall. 
   In February, by popular request, the committee held another fashion show.  Hard work 
behind the scenes, stunning models, and the support of ladies from the village and beyond, 
helped to raise a grand total of £630 towards funds for which we say a very big thank you. 
   A fortnight ago we went to Skegness for the day and the weather forecast lived up to its 
predictions.  Suffice it to say that we did not need our bikinis and our sunglasses served 
only to keep the sand from blowing into our eyes.  However, a considerable amount of 
fish and chips was consumed and shopping done, it didn’t rain and the journey through the 
countryside in May was very enjoyable. 
    The 23rd May will see our annual plant sale and I’m sure you will support us as usual. 
The club does not meet in August but 
we have planned a” picnic and games” 
afternoon at Bumblebee Hall Farm so 
we hope it will be truly glorious 
sunshine on the 12th. 
   We have recently acquired a good 
photo-copier and for a very reasonable 
price this can be used by other village 
organisations for multiple copies. All 
enquiries are to be made to Rosemarie 
Simpson at the Old Rectory. 
Beryl Devenyi 
     

ST. HELEN’S LADIES GROUP 
 
   The new season of meetings and outings began in March with a representative from Age 
Concern giving a talk on ‘Healthy Eating’. Basically, she told us that in our later years 
‘moderation in all things that we eat’ should be our watchword!! More importantly she 
told us that if we fancied a bit of chocolate then we are allowed to have some! In April we 
welcomed Barry and Margaret Bryan who gave an interesting talk, illustrated with slides, 
on the flora and fauna of Australia. Margaret and Barry are very keen trekkers and enjoy 
very long walks all over the world, and we have been entertained with their stories quite a 
few times and are looking forward to hearing from them again. 
   The May meeting should have been a film night, but as a few of our members could not 
make the visit to Highgrove House a video of the gardens was shown. On June 3rd the 
group will be taking part in a Treasure Hunt starting from the Concordia Theatre in 
Hinckley; cost £2 to include supper. Visitors are welcome at all our get-togethers, so if 
you are interested please contact the Leader, Mrs. Pat Jordan on 272229 or Jean Ryan on 
273828. Meetings are usually held at 33 Park View on the 1st Wednesday of the month. 

The Evergreen Hall 
We now own a photocopier that 
can be available to groups in the 
village to produce multiple copies 
A5/A4/A3. 
 

If you require copies (min run 30 
copies) give Rosemarie Simpson a 
call on 274158 or Jean Dale on 
274772.  We only charge a basic 
price per copy for village use. 
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HIGHGROVE HOUSE GARDENS 
 
   Three years ago St. Helen’s Ladies 
Group applied to visit the gardens at 
Highgrove House, the Cotswolds 
country home of the Prince of Wales 
and his family, and on a very 
miserable day in April 25 members 
and friends set off hoping that the 
weather would improve. Sadly it did 
not, but this did not spoil our 
enjoyment of the beautiful garden 
with its many aspects such as the 
Woodland Garden containing the national collection of hostas, a footpath lined with 
Pasque flowers, thatched tree house ‘Hollyrood House’ used by the princes as children 
and the ‘stumpery’, a feature made of old tree trunks – a haven for wildlife and ferns. The 
southern hemisphere garden with its collection of palms and sun loving plants has been re-
designed to accommodate the 60 tree ferns given to the prince by the people of Australia 
to celebrate his 60th birthday.  
   Strolling down the azalea walk, passing the memorial to ‘Tigga’, the prince’s favourite 
Jack Russell terrier, led us to the walled kitchen garden with its patriotically designed low 
box hedges representing the crosses of St. George and St. Andrew. The estate is self 
sufficient for fresh fruit and vegetables.  
Leaving the kitchen garden we came to the stunning Arboretum with its beautiful larch 
and other native trees in full Spring colour promising a lovely Autumn display. The 
Sanctuary, a small chapel built to commemorate the millennium, is in a peaceful setting 
amongst the trees and is used for quiet contemplation.  
   Springtime is not the best time to see the wildflower meadow in all its glory, but we 

enjoyed the Fritillary Walk with its delicate 
flowers. The tulips that used to adorn this 
walk succumbed to disease and have been 
replaced with 40 thousand fritillary bulbs (a 
gift from Sting). Arriving at the house we 
entered the more formal Sundial Garden to 
view the Spring display of black and white 
tulips amongst low box hedges. In the 
windows of the surrounding yew hedge are 
four bronze busts of the prince at various 
stages of his life. Prince Charles receives 
many gifts, such as unusual pieces of stone, 
plants, trees, decorative pots etc. and they are 
all planted or displayed in his garden.  
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   Designed by the Prince and Rosemary 
Verey, the Cottage Garden is planted 
throughout with English plantings of trees, 
shrubs and herbaceous plants giving, with 
Spring and Autumn bulbs, all year- round 
colour. The Terrace Garden, with its millstone 
fountain, was designed by the prince and 
contains plants chosen and planted by HRH. 
With the plants growing in the crevices of the 
stone work it was like walking on a carpet of 
flowers. Sadly the giant Cedar tree, which 
attracted the prince to Highgrove, has died, 
but has been replaced with an Oak Pavilion. 
During excavations for the pavilion, an oak 
sapling was found which is now growing well 

and will make a suitable replacement for the cedar tree.  
   Unfortunately the heavens opened before we had a chance to visit the Carpet Garden. 
Inspired by a Turkish-style carpet in the house, this garden was first seen at Chelsea 
Flower Show in 2001, where it won a silver medal. Transferred to Highgrove after the 
show it was made into a Middle Eastern walled garden lined with Italian cypresses. 
Summer colour and scent is provided by  the roses and orange blossom. 
   A very welcome cup of tea served on Highgrove China – price £30 for a cup and saucer 
in the shop!! and Duchy biscuits was provided in the Orchard Room; a lovely room which 
serves as the dining room for the main house  when large groups are entertained. 
Afterwards we visited the shop to buy our souvenirs of this special day out, the profits of 
which go to the Prince of Wales’s charities.  
   Highgrove House ,Gardens and Home Farm are an ‘eco-warriors’s’ dream – it is 
completely organic. All waste is treated in a special reed bed sewerage system. Kitchen 
and garden waste is composted and used 
on the gardens. Anything that can be re-
cycled is so and biological pest control 
is used to combat pests. Energy saving 
bulbs and solar lights are used 
extensively. Over the last 10 years or so 
we have been encouraged to conserve 
energy, to re-cycle, and to compost; we 
have a good example in Prince Charles 
as this has been his philosophy since 
buying Highgrove nearly 30 years ago.  
He has, with valuable help, created an 
estate that is (and I quote his own 
words) “to please the eye, to warm the 
heart and to feed the soul” 
Jean Ryan 

SHARNFORD GOLDEN JUBILEE COMMITTEE 

 ELIZABETH HEXTALL 
 

Woodwind and Keyboard Tuition 
 

Flute ~ Clarinet ~ Saxophone ~ 
        Recorders  Electric Keyboard 

 

              Theory of Music ~ All Ages ~ 
 

                             All Stages – 
 

               All Exam Boards Catered for 
 

                    ~ Established 1990 
 

                7 Coventry Road Sharnford            
                             LE10 3PG  

          Tel 01455 271233 

ALL SEWN UP! 
 

CLOTHES ALTERED 

TO SUIT YOU 
 

Most alterations and repairs 
undertaken Curtains shortened 

 

For a friendly, professional 
service 

 

Tel: Tracey Avis in Sharnford 
on 01455 274833 
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   As you will see from the centre pages here, we have once again planned a great 
afternoon for the Village Fun Day, based on a mix of old favourites and some new ideas. 
Everyone will be getting a flyer through the door, with the details of what we would like 
all of you to do to help us make it a great afternoon out. Our Caribbean theme this year 
will be supported by the Redmoor School Steel Band, playing at various times throughout 
the afternoon. New ventures/attractions this year include a decorated pram parade, starting 
from the top of Henson Way at 12.30 and moving down to the field. There will be a 
welcome return of the alpacas, for everyone to get up close and friendly with! Also, in this 
edition of Sharnford News, check out the details of the Ian Pickering sponsored 
photography competition. You will find our raffle tickets and racing duck sponsorship 
forms at the Post Office and both pubs, but they are also in the hands of many other sellers 
in the village.  Make sure you, your family and workmates don’t miss out on the 
opportunity to win some of the wonderful prizes donated for the raffle, for which we are 
most grateful.  Don’t forget - it’s by the village, for the village - so gather the family on 
the 14th and have yourselves a great time. 
SGJFC 

 

SHARNFORD  PRE- SCHOOL  PLAYGROUP 
 
   We were visited last term by OFSTED, and were delighted to be awarded “Good” in all 
areas, which is the highest Alison could achieve in her first inspection.  Sadly, we have 
waved good bye to Katie and thank her for the excellent work she has done over the last 
year.  We will all miss her and wish her good luck. 

PHOTO COMPETITIONPHOTO COMPETITIONPHOTO COMPETITIONPHOTO COMPETITION    
 

Ian Pickering Photography will be supporting the Sharnford Fete again this year. 
 

We are going to be running a photographic competition.  The subject matter is 
“Sharnford” and can be any picture taken in the past 12 months in the village of 

Sharnford, eg. .villager, place, building etc…. 
 

It is split into two age groups - Adults and Children 
 

All pictures taken can be either printed and posted through our letter box or emailed 
digitally to ian@ianpickering.com   giving name, category and telephone number. 

 

We will be displaying all entries onto boards on the day 
 and judging will take place at the fete by Ian- probably in the beer tent!! 

 

In each category, there are two prizes. 1st place will win a £15 WHS gift card 
And 2nd place will win a £10 WHS gift card. 

 

Happy Snapping and see you there! 
Ian Pickering Photography  01455 271371  www.ianpickering.com 

mailto:ian@ianpickering.com
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   We are now into the summer term and 
will be making the most of the weather 
and our new greenhouse.  This was 
purchased with our fundraising money, 
and we thank everyone who gave so 
generously.  We are busy planting 
sunflowers, cress and potatoes for the 
children to water and watch grow. Look 
out for pictures and plants coming home! 
   We will again be running a summer 
playscheme which is open to all children 
aged 2 to 8 yrs.  It is OFSTED registered 
meaning that if you currently claim child 
tax credits, you can continue to do so 
whilst your child attends the playscheme.  
Child tax credits cover up to 80% of your 
childcare fees. It runs for 3 weeks, commencing 27th July.  Please ensure you book your 
places with Cath, our Manager before the end of summer term.  Also see our advert in the 
Sharnford News. 
   Congratulations to Alison and Paul on the birth of their baby girl, Willow, weighing 7lb 
9oz on 22nd April.  Alison has been busy this year and has passed her NVQ III childcare, 
Advanced Diploma in Holistic Therapies and commences the new Early Years Degree in 
September. 
   We would like to express our thanks to our 2 work experience girls.  Chloe has 
successfully obtained work with Leapfrog nurseries.  Kelsey has just a few weeks to go 
until she completes her NVQIII course and we wish her luck for the future.  It has been 
great having them and we look forward to welcoming another work experience student in 
the autumn. 
   We are delighted to announce to you that we have been awarded a £10,000 grant to help 
us purchase some soft play for the playgroup.  We are all very excited about this and hope 
to have it in place ready for autumn term in September. 
   If you haven’t already booked your child’s place to start with us in September, please 
pop in and see Cath or call Alison on 01455 213779 as we are starting to fill up the spaces 
available. 
   Mums and Tots Group is popular and we now have a “For Sale” and “Wanted” board 
advertising items.  Come along and join us for a coffee and biscuit whilst your Tot plays 
and you can check out our bargains. Mums-to-be are welcome and we will soon be 
holding an “Ask the Midwife” session that you can ask those questions you’ve always 
wanted to know!  Look out for posters in the village confirming the date. 
   We will be representing the Playgroup at Sharnford Fete on 14th June and would be 
grateful for volunteers to help at our stand, even just for half an hour.  Please see Cath at 
Playgroup, or call Alison on 01455 213779 if you can help.  We look forward to seeing 
you all there. 
Alison, Cath, Karen, Lyn & Clare. 

 

W J EDGE & SON 

BUILDERS LTD 
 

33 Henson Way 

Sharnford Leics 
 

All types of building work and 

renovations undertaken 
 

For a free estimate call us on  

Home 01455 271321 or Mobile 

07831 181079 
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SHARNFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

   The end of the Spring Term and first 
half of the Summer Term has been a busy 
time for all the children at Sharnford C E 
Primary School.  In March, all parents 
were given an opportunity to meet with 
their child's class teacher at Parents 
Evening to discuss with the staff their 
child's progress in school and targets for 
the future. Both evenings were well 
attended. 
   There have been many sporting 
opportunities for our children this year:- 
On 23rd March, a team of year 5 and 6 
children from Sharnford and All Saints, Sapcote took part in a Swimming Gala at 
Hinckley Leisure Centre along with 22 other schools from the Hinckley and Bosworth 
area.  To celebrate the end of the Primary School's Hockey Coaching Programme children 
in year 5 were involved in a celebration festival at John Cleveland College.   Year 1 and 2 
children have been receiving badminton training and they are enjoying the sessions very 
much.  Children in Year 1 went to Burbage Infant School for a celebration festival for 
multi skills following completion of their training. 
   The children in years 3 and 4 have been learning about the environment and habitats and 
a trip was organised for them to go to Conkers. The weather was good and the children 

enjoyed the day.  
   A Target Café meeting was arranged for 
parents and this term information was given 
on how to tackle addition with children and 
also ways to support their reading 
development. There was also an 
opportunity for parents to visit their child's 
classroom. 
   Internet Safety is very important and a 
meeting was held at All Saints Primary 
School for parents from both schools for 
information on E-safety. During the 
meeting advice was offered on the safe use 
of technology in the home and the E-safety 
curriculum that is used in school. 
   Mrs Wormleighton has been working 
very hard with the children in Class 2 on 
our garden. Many vegetables and plants 
have been planted and the children are 
enjoying looking after them. 
   School and the PTA have more events 

Sharnford Pre-school 
Playgroup 

Evergreen Village Hall, 
Sharnford, Leicestershire  

Telephone Alison on 01455 213779 
 
 

OFSTED Registered 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

Curriculum 
Fully Qualified Staff 

First Aider on Premises 
Award winning location 

 

Free car parking 
Funding available for 3 – 4 year olds 

 

Open everyday for 2 – 5year olds 
 

Weekly Mums and Tots Group 

Smiths Picture 

Framing 
Formerly of Blaby 

 

For that expert framing job ring 
(01455) 234364 and arrange a 
home visit to show you our 

range of frames & mounts. Or 
you can visit us in Croft. 

 

Ring us first on (01455) 
284364 
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organised for the next half term. 
   We are collecting vouchers for 
Sainsbury's, Tesco's, Flora, Box tops and 
Sunday Times. Please send in any spare 
vouchers you may have.  Many thanks, to 
all of our volunteers who give up their free 
time to help and support our school. 
Carol Proctor, Admin Assistant  
 

SHARNFORD  SCHOOL  PTA 
 
   Although it seems a long, long time ago 
now, more than £110 was raised from our 
carol singing around the village prior to 
Christmas, which was donated to Rainbows 
Children's Hospice and we would like to thank everyone who both donated money and 
who participated. We organised our usual Easter Disco for the children which was enjoyed 
by all and also an Easter Workshop where cakes were decorated and Easter Masks made. 
We gave the sum of £500 towards the purchase of much-needed books for the School's 
Library which are being enjoyed immensely by the children.  We have also purchased 
fleeces for the children to wear when participating in activities outside of 
School.  Seeds for the School's garden, kindly organised by Kaye Wormleighton, have 
also been purchased along with a cloche so the children can see from start to finish where 
their vegetables come from.  Thanks to everyone who continues to support us. 
Lisa Bacon - 272043Chairperson      
 

SHARNFORD YOUTH CLUB  
 

   We were disappointed with the response to our plea for help in the flyer with the last 
issue of Sharnford News, but we continue on in hope! We remain in discussion with the 
Parish Council and Blaby DC about funding for a new building. On Friday 14th August the 
637 Youth Bus will be visiting Sharnford , sited next to the club building. Between 1pm 
and 6pm thee will be fun and games for everyone aged six and over with, weather 
permitting, a barbecue to be enjoyed. 
Karen Smith 

To advertise in the next issue of Sharnford News please contact 
Mike Bishop on 272393 

 

SHARNFORD NEWSSHARNFORD NEWSSHARNFORD NEWSSHARNFORD NEWS    
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Sharnford Garage Ltd 
 

M.O.T. WHILE - U - WAIT  
We test cars, light vans, 

motorbikes and 3 wheelers 
 

Full  Service & Repairs on 
all makes Petrol and Diesel 

 

Courtesy Cars Available 
 

Leicester Road, Sharnford - 
01455 272336 


